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mints in the Tower of London and elswhere in England
and Wales" under a sign manual of April, 1645,77
some months after the death of Edward Greene, who,
although in the Parliamentary employ, originally held
his appointment from the King. This Privy Seal, with
its grant to Eawlins of a position, which, as Mr. Symonds
points out, it was no longer in the power of Charles to
bestow, was probably the only reward he could offer
him, and was rather a guarantee of past services than an
actual gift of present preferment.

Not unnaturally the office of chief graver was almost
simultaneously filled by the decree of King and Parlia-
ment, for the letters patent granted by the latter78
bestowing the post upon Edward Wade and Thomas
Simon in lieu of "Edward Green deceased" are dated
April 4, 1645,79 and possibly the King, having learned
of these changes at the Tower, endowed Rawlins with
the title of chief graver as a protest.

We know not where Eawlins first fell in with Charles,
nor whether he was an amateur throwing in his lot with
the Bang as did so many of the cultured youth of the
day. He had already distinguished himself as a play-
wright and man of letters, his proficiency as a writer
being acknowledged some years before the outbreak of
the Civil War.80

We have no evidence to prove that he had fallen in

77                                 Num. Chron., 4th Ser., Vol. XIII. p. 369,

78                                  It appears from contemporary evidence brought forward by Mr.
Symonds from the Pipe Office Accounts that Nicholas de Burgh
temporarily filled the office after Greene's death until the appointment
of Simon and Wade was made.

r* See Num. Chron., 1st Ser., Vol. IV. p. 14, and 4th Ser., Vol. XIII.
p. 368, Edward Greene died shortly before Christmas, 1644.

ao It is believed that Rawlins produced his play, Tfo Rebellion, in
1637, although it was not published until 1640,